The Convention of Biodiversity (UNCED, 1992) sets governments the task of conserving native biodiversity. An inventory of what exists and where it can be found is a logical and proper first step in this process. Plant exploration is far from complete. The rate of species extinction and genetic erosion prevents a full inventory being made before decisions are taken on conservation measures. The ecogeographic approach coupled with the power of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) software offers the opportunity of integrating the little that is already known from preexisting technical information about occurrence of species, with other environmental aspects of the habitat for which greater detail is available, such as climate, soils, and vegetation types. Thus, seeking correlations between occurrence of species and environmental variables and so predicting other areas oflikely occurrence is of value both to the planning of ex situ and in situ conservation and may provide a greater understanding of the spatial distribution of genetic diversity.
